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As I was reflecting on the upcoming month, I 
recognize a lot of change is ahead. One of my 
children will be graduating. I am very excited for him. 
Excited that he will have the opportunity to start high 
school, meet new friends, take new courses, and try 
new extra curricular activities. I rejoice to see him 
growing into a young man. Yet, at the same time, I 
miss the increasingly infrequent glimpses of my baby 
and little boy. 

Another change is that after 4 years on 
the board of LCS, this month my term 
will be complete. I will be honest, I am 
happy to have a break from board and 
exec meetings. Yet, the school is at 
such an exciting time in their history 
and I know I will miss not being a part 
of the group leading us through these 
huge changes. 

Over the summer our school will be transitioning from 
one property to another. I started at LCS almost 40 
years in the current, though much smaller, building. 
The school has grown since then, both structurally 
and in enrolment, and continues to grow. The other 
day as I worked in the library putting away books, 
while some students wrote a test in the same room, I 
was reminded how the space in the new building will 
allow the school to grow and expand how we teach 
and who we teach. Yet, while I am excited about the 
new school, I still remember the school I, and my 
children, have grown up in.    

All three of these changes are in their 
own way bittersweet, and yet while 
each of these changes has some 
sadness, each one has potential for joy, 

rejoicing and positive change. So, 
I move forward in faith trusting that the 
God who been faithful thus far will 
continue to bless my child and the other 
graduates as they move on to high 
school, wi l l provide wisdom and 
discernment to the board as they lead 
this coming year, and that through this 
transition, our children, our families and 

the community around our school will see how great 
our God is.   

May His name be praised for He is good and His 
faithfulness endures to all generations.  

  

“May His name  
be praised”
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BY ANDREA BOOTSMA

This issue features the Grade 8 graduates, with poems written by the Grade 7 students.

Do not conform to the pattern of this world,  
but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.ROMANS 12:2
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postTHE  PRINCIPAL’S
BY ED BOELENS

THE END OF AN ERA? !
We are completing the end of an 
era. After forty-four years of 
providing Christian Education at 
the address of 6020 Line 87 in 
Listowel, we are moving.   !
I am sure it brings up a wealth of 
emotions for some people. I am 
just going from assumptions or 
things I have heard, but over the 
forty-four years, there have been 
momentous occasions. I heard 
about some initial indecision about 
the commitment to open the doors 
and the immediate blessings for 
taking that step of faith. I heard 
about membership meetings in the 
hallways because we had no gym. I 
heard about the membership 
meeting to build the gym and the 
excitement surrounding that 
decision (and those twenty-year 
old stories are still told today). I 
heard excitement in stories of 
growth in enrolment as LCS shared 
its vision with more and more 
families. I’ve also heard some 
stories of hurt and pain, of 
controversy and conflict, but the 
stories are rarely shared with as 
much detail. Those stories are 
reminders that sin effects all areas 
o f l i f e , i nc lud ing Chr i s t i an 
education. Regardless, I’ve always 
heard about this community’s 
commitment to providing Christian 
Education. And so far, all that 

emotion connected to our school 
is contained in our physical 
building. !
As we journey this road of 
transition, each one of us will have 
to journey through our connections 
to 6020 Line 87. I have only been 
here five years and yet I have 
memories in this building. I can 
only extrapolate my experiences 
for those families who have been a 
part of most or all forty-five years. 
They would have witnessed 
generations of students make their 
way into Kindergarten and then 
graduate from Grade 8 – maybe 
even their own children and 
grandchildren! For them the 
transition may be more difficult. As 
much as we know that LCS is about 
the people and not the building, 
there are memories about the 
people that cannot be separated 
from the building. That is okay but 
also more difficult to leave behind.   !
As I said, every person will have to 
work through their own transition 
journey. As we pack up boxes this 
summer and move our “stuff”, we 
will also move our history. We will 
take our stories of the first 
membership meeting and add to it 
the stories of our May 2017 
Membersh ip meet ing when 
another momentous decision was 
made to move our school to 305 
Binning Street West. We will pack 
and unpack the stories of God’s 
faithfulness to LCS for forty-four 
years and counting. And soon the 
stories and memories of LCS will 
reverberate off the walls of a new 
building. !
The end of an Era? Maybe, but I 
would rather think about the 
continuing story God working 
through Listowel Christian School 
as we nurture children to know Him 
– regardless of location.

TOP: Georgia Thalen in her mobility car 
driving to Mr. Boelens at the end of the day. !
MIDDLE: The Grade 5-6 class practicing 
some relaxation techniques led by the 
Community of Character. !
BOTTOM: The JK class’ exciting field trip to 
the fire hall.
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featuring: 

Simon, Lucas, Jordan, Calvin, Helena, Jake, 
Natalie, Owen, Riley, Tyler, Toby, Ryan T., 

Dennis, Mackenzie, & Ryan V.
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CHRISTINA BENJAMINS 
BOARD SECRETARY !
2017-2018 has been a year like no other 
at LCS. We have been enjoying this last 
year at our well loved current location 
while constantly working towards being 
ready to launch the new school year at 
our new location. We are regularly 
communicating with our hardworking 
Building Committee, getting updates 
and giving direction where needed. The 
Board is thankful for their tireless efforts 
this year and asks for your prayers for this 
group as they continue striving towards a 
finished building this fall. Construction is 
ongoing and it’s great to drive by and 
see the changes week to week. 
Volunteers have been helping to 
renovate and paint in one section of the 
school and soon they will be packing and 
moving. The Board has appointed a 
transition team of Andrea Bootsma and 
Christina Benjamins to organize moving 
into the Binning Street location. !
We welcome new board members Jon 
Vandonkersgoed and Cheryl Mulder who 
were elected at the Spring Membership 
Meeting. We thank our outgoing Chair, 
Andrea Bootsma, for her 4 years of 
dedicated service and leadership on the 
Board. As I also complete my term of 
service on the board, I am thankful for 
the opportunity to be involved at this 
level. !
The Board would like to thank our gifted 
and dedicated staff for their hard work 
this past year. Our school is truly blessed 
to have each one of them. 

BOARD  

REPORT to our Sponsors and Golfers who made this 
year’s Golf Tournament a great success! 

 We raised $10,000 for our school.

Thank 
you

DINNER SPONSOR: 
!
!
!

GOLF BALL SPONSOR: 
!
!
!GOLF CART SPONSOR: 
!
!

LUNCH BAG SPONSOR:

HOLE SPONSORS: 
CRD Construction 
MSW 
Grand Valley Fortifiers 
Ward & Uptigrove 
Carere Flooring 
Conestogo Agri  
     Systems Ltd 
Oak Tree Financial !CO-SPONSORS: 
Scotiabank 
Woodland Christian  
     High School !

SHARED SPONSORS: 
CJL Window & Door 
Stoltz 
Floradale Feed 
Brown Insurance 
Thomson & Hamilton !REFRESHMENT 
SPONSORS: 
FCC 
Lions Concrete Cutting  
     and Coring !CENTRE PIECES: 
Listowel Florist !

REDNECK GAMES 
AT THE 

BOARD & STAFF SOCIAL


