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The end of the school the school 
year brings a time of reflection, 
even with the busyness of end of 
year activities – track and field, 
baseball, soccer, music and dance 
recitals, final assignments and tests, 
and preparation for report cards 
and graduation. Along with the end 
of the school year comes thoughts 
of changes that are ahead.  

Having a child graduate from grade 
8 for the first time, we will be going 
through a significant change in our 
family. It feels like it was not that 
long ago that she started school 
and my husband, Ron, and I 
transitioned into the change to 
having a child attending school. 
Her teacher became another 
important adult in her life which 
was often reflected at home when 
she was talking to her brothers: 
“Now wait for your turn and get in 
a line!” or “It’s snack time and now 
it’s reading time,” and then she 

would say, “But mom, Mrs. Heida 
said so!” We appreciated the 
change of sending her to school 
though because as she was 
wrapped up in her education, she 
was also learning about her faith 
and sharing Bible stories and songs 
she had learned at school. 

Now ten years later, she and her 
fellow graduates will move to new 
schools with a whole new group of 
peers and teachers. This change 
comes with some nervousness and 
some excitement as well. We know 
that we as parents 
and the staff at 
LCS have done 
everything we can 
to prepare our 
children for this 
next stage of their 
lives. Most importantly, our children 
move forward with a knowledge of 
God and his word and his world 
learned throughout the years. He 
will go with them and they can rely 
on him to take them through all the 
exciting and hard changes ahead. 
We hope that they will also share 
their faith with others. 

As a school community, we have 
had to rely on God through some 
hard and exciting changes this year. 
We went through a hard change 
this year with the loss of sweet 
Georgia Thalen. Her loss has left a 
hole in the SK class that is felt at 
each school event and in our hearts 
throughout the year. I t w i l l 

especially be felt at SK Graduation. 
For the Thalen family, that change 
is felt daily and in a big way. God 
and our Christian community bring 
comfort and strength through this 
hard change but the ache still 
remains.   

As a school community, we also 
experienced an exciting change in 
the physical building this year as we 
watched the final work get done on 
the new gym, the schoolyard, and 
all the renovations that happened 
in the rest of the building. Being in 

a new building and 
in town has brought 
a variety of changes 
f o r s t a f f a n d 
students who have 
shown f lexibi l i ty 
throughout and the 

year and made th ings work 
whatever the situation.  

Seeing how our school and larger 
community have come together, 
and worked together through these 
changes this year, shows just how 
much we need each other and we 
need our faith in God. Throughout 
all changes in life, exciting and 
hard, we learn to adapt and live 
with the change; however, we have 
steady hope because God does not 
change as Hebrews 13:8 says, 
“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday 
and today and forever.” Knowing 
that God is constant allows us to 
hold on to him through all life’s 
changes.

CHANGE
BY SARAH HAANSTRA 

“Jesus Christ is the 
same yesterday and 
today and forever.”

This issue features the Gr. 8 graduates, with poems written by the Gr. 7 students.
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In September, we began the 
year focused on Matthew 6:33, 
“But seek first his kingdom and 
his righteousness; and all these 
things will be given to you as 
well”. Throughout the year we 
tried to instill in our students a 
recognit ion that they are 
citizens of two kingdoms: an 
earthly one based on where 
they live and a heavenly one 
based on their faith in God. 
Augustine once said that he can 
tell which city you are truly 
committed to by the way you 
live your life. Our verse states 
that if we place our investments 
into our citizenship in God’s 
kingdom, the details around our 
c i t i zenship in our earth ly 
kingdom will all fall into place. 

June brings about graduations. 
Graduations are a testament to 
our investment in educating 
chi ldren. As our students 
graduate, whether from SK or 
Grade 8, we hope they have 
learned a few things. Maybe 
they learned to identify letters, 
count to one hundred, read a 
simple sentence or write a 
c o h e r e n t e s s a y , s o l v e 
complicated equations, or play 

a musical instrument. 
S c h o o l i s a b o u t 
learning and we hope 
w e a c c o m p l i s h e d 
some goals in this 
area. 

However, we 
also know that 
we are here to 

nur ture each 
c h i l d t o b e 
citizens in God’s 

kingdom. As each student 
enters our school doors on a 
da i ly bas is , we have the 
opportunity to help them see 
the beauty of belonging to 
God’s kingdom, understand 
their role in it, and develop a 
commitment to belonging to it. 
Just as seeds need to be 
planted, watered, and cared for, 
so a child’s faith needs to be 
developed in much the same 
way. When we observe the 
graduations in June, we hope to 
s e e e v i d e n c e t h a t e a c h 
graduate, whether SK or Grade 
8, has developed in their 
citizenship in God’s kingdom. 

At the SK graduation, we will be 
singing songs such as “Jesus 
Loves Me” and “Jesus Loves 
the Little Children”. These 
songs speak of Jesus caring 
about us. We will also sing “I’ve 
Got the Joy, Joy, Joy” which is 
our response and a statement 
about what it is like to be a part 
of God’s kingdom. At the Grade 
8 graduation, we will sing songs 
like “Who You Say I Am” where 
we, along with the graduates, 
will profess that we are children 
of God and there is a place in 
his house for us. I pray that 
those words will be sung by 
each graduate, understanding 
that being a child of God 
identifies their true citizenship. 

I pray that these upcoming 
graduations will be celebrations 
of academic progress and 
accomplishments, but also 
p ro f e s s i o n s o f f a i t h a n d 
c e l e b r a t i o n s o f k i n g d o m 
citizenship.

GRADUATION AND KINGDOM CITIZENSHIP

Field trips are opportunities to learn in 
different ways and different spaces. 
Above, the SK and Grade 1 classes  

learn in the Children’s Museum.  
Below, the JK class tries on hats at the 

Fire Station and the SK class appreciates 
God’s creation looking for frogs.



Fundraising News: 
THANK YOU to everyone that came out for our first ever paint night. It was a great evening spent with friends and community members. With your support we made just shy of $1000. THANK YOU to Mary Slotegraaf for donating her time and materials.  

The grand total raised through the golf tournament was $12,560. THANK YOU to all the business and members who make this tournament such a success!!  
Have you thought of joining the Fundraising committee? We could really use you next school year!! 

SHARING 
THE LOVE 

Above: Grandparents and Grandfriends day was fun!  
What a crowd of witnesses that came to encourage and appreciate 
the students. Classroom visits and an assembly were the highlights. 
Below: The Fundraising Committee had two events. The first ever 

LCS Paint Night and the ever popular golf tournament. 



We are the Jantzi family. We moved from the town 
of Milverton to Cranbrook a year and a half ago. We 
all really enjoy the extra outdoor space our small 
country property has.  Andrew is a truck driver for 
Floradale Feed Mill and Lynette loves being a wife 
and Mother at home. 

We have two children Zackary (5) and Joshua (3). 
Zackary is in SK this year. His favourite things about 
school are Chrome Book time and Gym class. Mrs. 
Heida and Ms. Kikkert have been wonderful with 
helping him adjust to school for the first time. When 
Zackary is at home he loves to play with anything 
that has wheels, lego and playdough, along with his 
little brother Joshua. Joshua really misses Zackary 
when he's at school and can not wait until we see 
the big yellow bus coming down the road to bring 
Zackary home again! 

We are members of Faith Mennonite church in 
Kingwood, near Wellesley. We enjoy the diversity of 
ages that work together there and have really 
enjoyed seeing the same type of community at LCS. 
It is wonderful to see so many older people still 
invested in the school! We pray we can be as much 
of a Blessing to the school as you all have been to 
us. Thank you so much for the warm welcome! 

INTRODUCING THE   
Jantzi Family

ON THE 
FIELD Summer is coming. With good 

weather we have the Spring 
sports: track and field and 

baseball. The sun and warmer 
weather were gifts from God.



BOARD  

REPORT
One role of the board is to review an annual report from CSI Christian Schools 
International and affirm the appointment of their board members as well as 
the budget and the membership dues. This year CSI has recognized the 
difference in services available to Canadian Christian school members from 
American Christian schools and has lowered the annual membership dues 
owed by Canadian Christian schools to reflect this difference. 

The Building Committee presented several different options for completing 
paving on different areas around the school building. The board approved 
repaving an area between the large gym and a student access door that had 
to be properly graded for water run off during the construction process. For 
the present time the main parking lot will be improved to maximize parking 
space. A more complete paving job will be delayed until the majority of the 
capital campaign funds have been received and are available for a job of this 
scope. 

The Spring Membership meeting was held at the end of May. The main focus 
of this meeting was the presentation of the 2019-2020 budget as well as the 
opportunity for the membership to elect new board members. We are 
pleased to welcome Ron Haanstra, Pete Kraayenbrink and Gerry Siebring to 
the board. We thank Steph Struyk for letting her name stand and we trust we 
will find opportunities for her to serve LCS in other positions. We thank the 
membership for approving the actions of this board at the end of the 
meeting. 

The board takes this opportunity to congratulate the graduating class of 2019! 
Our prayer is that the lessons you have learned, the relationships you have 
built, the character and leadership skills you have developed may carry you 
forward to meet the challenges and adventures beyond elementary school. 
We pray God’s blessings upon you as you enter high school in September. 

And behind every graduate is a family who has supported, encouraged and 
prayed for each child for many years. Some of these families will be watching 
their youngest child graduate and we wish them well also! These parents may 
be ‘graduating’ from LCS but our hope is that they will continue to be a part 
of this community; part of the blessing that is LCS, part of the family and 
friendships, part of the sharing and supporting, caring and praying that this 
community could not do without. May God bless you as you discover what life 
is like after elementary school. ☺

CHERYL MULDER 
BOARD SECRETARY

More field trip fun at the 
Children’s Museum.

PLAYING & 
EXPLORING
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PURPOSE 
STATEMENT 

EDUCATING  
CHILDREN 

while nurturing  

faith in Christ 

TO INTERPRET AND 
IMPACT GOD'S WORLD
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CONGRATULATIONS grads!

Hello  
      SUMMER

 Enjoy every 
moment
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