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It is my honour to welcome everyone 
here tonight to join us. It is good to 
be together, and tonight we don’t 
underestimate that comment. It is 
good to see parents and staff here 
(and maybe many others watching at 
a later date) to witness and support 
these graduates. 

Grade 8 students, this is your 
graduation. Some of you have been 
at LCS for as many as ten years and 
some for as little as about 1 month in 
the building. None-the-less, tonight 
is about you as the class of 2020! 
This is it - you made it.  I am glad to 
see you all dressed up.  You look 
awesome! You look like the young 
adults, the mature graduates that 
you have grown to be. Well done. 

Now don’t get me wrong, before we 
gloat over how good you all are, you 
haven’t looked or acted like this 
every day at school. Replace the suit 
and the dress with some tattered 
jeans, replace the dress shoes with 
some muddy runners, rough up your 
neatly combed or brushed hair, and 

the scene is different. Getting to this 
point has had its difficult times. There 
have been misbehaviours, lunch 
detentions, missed homework, poor 
tests, and maybe a few tears. I am 
sure you can tell stories that even we 
don’t know about. A lot of prayer has 
gone into you to get you here 
tonight. And that is what we 
celebrate: hard work, determination, 
answers to prayer, and “POOF” we 
have beautiful and handsome 
graduates! 

You have chosen your class verse 
from Proverbs 16:3 where it says, 
“Commit to the Lord whatever you 
do, and he will establish your plans”. 
Graduates of 2020, there is great 
potential in you. God is looking 
down here and he sees all these 
gifted students. This year we have 
seen some of you with the gift of 
athleticism, the gift of academics, the 
gift of encouragement, the gift of 
offering friendship, the gift of 
creativity, the gift of happiness, the 
gift of listening, the gift of hard work 
and endurance, the gift of service, 
the gift of spirituality. And I am sure 
there are more. Through your years 
at LCS, we trust that we have 
provided you opportunities to 
mature in these gifts, to grow and to 
be confident in how God has blessed 
you. But he doesn’t want you to go 
alone. If fact, he wants to lead you. 
Commit whatever you do to the Lord 
and use your gifts to serve his 
purposes which he has established.  

Now you ask, “What if I don’t know 
what his plans are for me?” Don’t 
worry, many of us are not always 
clear on that either. We keep asking, 
we keep praying, we keep staying 
close and committing daily to God. 
Then, when we look back, we realize 
that God had it all planned out 
anyway. He asks the same for you 
too. He doesn’t say, “Commit to me 
and we will establish your plans”. He 
doesn’t say, “Commit to me and I will 
help you establish your plans”. No, 
God establishes the plans, we follow.  
Sometimes that is pretty scary, but 
sometimes it is a relief to know that 
God takes care of all the details.  
God is hoping you follow him so 
then he will have great pleasure in 
allowing you to prosper, allowing you 
to be happy, and to be used to live 
as lights in a world that needs you.   

“This is a day that the Lord has 
made. Let us be glad and rejoice in 
it”. God has made today unlike any 
other day in history (when do you 
t h i n k t h e re w i l l b e a n o t h e r 
graduation in July?) and God has 
made this class unlike any other class 
in history. In fact, God has made 
each of you unlike any other person 
in history. Now whatever your future, 
which will also be unlike any other 
future in history, we pray that you will 
commit to God and you will have a 
future following God’s plans. 

Be blessed graduates, the world 
awaits you!
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Graduation is an exciting time. It marks both an ending 
and a beginning; it’s warm memories of the past and big 
dreams for the future. (Author unknown) 

Fellow graduates, teachers, family, and friends. It’s hard 
to believe that our graduation is here! We have been 
waiting for this time for so long and even though the 
end of our time at LCS may not have looked how we 
always thought it would, we are still excited to be able 
to be graduating and moving on to new things. Tonight, 
we celebrate both an ending and a beginning. 
Tonight marks the ending of our student life at LCS and 
when we first started our journey here, we had no idea 
what we were in for. We didn’t know that the people we 
started kindergarten with on that first day of school 
would become our friends for the next 10 years. We 
couldn’t even count to 10 much less imagine 10 years!  
We went from learning the alphabet and how to count, 
how to tie our shoes and zip up our zippers, how to 
share and work together, to learning harder things like 
colouring in the lines, cursive writing, math and science. 

We learned many important lessons, but we also made 
each other laugh and we had a lot of fun, like when we 
had pen pals from Mexico in grade 4 and in grade 5/6 
when Mr. K. was always telling us jokes and funny stories 
even when they were the same ones over and over 
again. We will remember all of the fun times we had 
together at LCS; sports tournaments, different clubs, 
track and field, and field trips, like the ski trip and 
especially the Ottawa trip. We also probably hold the 
school record for the most students joining and leaving 
our class–but I will leave that for the historians. When I 
look at our JK picture and notice how small we were 
compared to us all dressed up tonight and looking so 
grown up, I can tell that we’ve grown so much since JK. 
I don’t just mean physically but also academically and 
socially as a class.  

We have been through good times together and 
learned together, but we have also had hard times. The 
last few months have been the hardest because we had 
to be apart from each other and didn’t get to spend our 
last few months at LCS together. We have been so 
blessed throughout the past 10 years of our lives to go 
to a school where we can learn about God every day 
and learn how to have a relationship with him. We have 
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been surrounded by great people who taught us how 
important it is to live as an example of Christ to those 
around us. We are leaving our school with new 
knowledge and memories that we will take with us to 
high school where we will learn more and make new 
memories.   

Tonight also marks a beginning and now here we are 
preparing to go in separate directions. We have been 
through so much together at this school and made so 
many good memories, and all of that has prepared us 
for what is to come. But now it is time to move forward. 
We are looking forward to the future including the new 
friendships and experiences that will come in high 
school and whatever we choose to do after high school. 
We are excited for what is to come because we know 
LCS has prepared us well. 

The verse our class chose this year is Proverbs 16:3 
“Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and he will 
establish your plans.” As we move on to new things in 
our lives, we need to remember to commit our lives and 
our dreams for the future to God and he will guide our 
plans. As we all go in different directions, remember 
that God has a plan for your life, and it is important to 
trust him even if what he’s doing doesn’t make sense to 
us at the time. 

I want to say thank you to all our parents who decided 
to send us to LCS not just to learn academically, but 
also to learn about God and what it means to have a 
relationship with him. Thank you for helping us with our 

homework and being part of other school activities. You 
have especially been a big help in these last few 
months for helping us figure out our homework and 
how to do school at home. 

Thank you to the many teachers we have had at LCS. 
We wouldn’t be here right now without you. You put up 
with us when no one would be quiet or pay attention 
and were patient with us when we handed work in late 
because it was lost in our messy cubbies, or when our 
class discussions got way off topic. I'm sure that wasn’t 
always easy. Every day you came ready to teach us even 
when we weren’t ready to learn. Thank you for finding a 
new way to teach us in an interesting and encouraging 
way when we couldn’t all be together at school because 
of Covid-19. While maybe it didn’t always seem like it, 
we are really grateful for all of the time that you took to 
help us learn and grow in our faith.  

And thank you to all my classmates for the good 
memories and friendships over the past 10 years. I have 
enjoyed getting to know you and working with you and 
I hope you can look back over our years here together 
with good memories.   

Erica, Ciara, Gregory, Craig, Lina, Boe, Nathaniel, 
Gracie, Nathan, and Tyson, today we are celebrating an 
ending by leaving LCS, but also a beginning as we take 
all of the knowledge we have received at LCS and take 
it with us when we begin high school. As we move 
forward in life, remember to commit your life to God 
and remember that he will establish your plans. 
Graduates, keep learning, keep accomplishing, and 
keep discovering what God has in store for your future! 
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Gracie: Our LCS Journey was filled with so many 
memories: we learned, laughed and we were shaped 
into the people we are today. We would like to share 
some of our memories of LCS with you. 
  
Craig: It all started in JK. In our class was Erica 
Benjamins, Ciara Bosman, Tyson Van Donkersgoed, 
Samuel Barnhoorn, Leah Baarda, Taylor Drenth, Gracie 
Siebenga, Nathan Thalen, Samuel Angst, Ellie 
Pellashock and myself, Craig Elisen. Our teacher was 
Mrs. Hieda. Since this was our first year of school, we 
were overwhelmed with the books, toys, names and 
colours. We were nervous but we quickly got 
comfortable with the classroom and made friends. Our 
favourite part was probably recess where we would run 
around, go down the slide, and catch the big kids that 
would be on yard duty. For our field trip we went to the 
fire department, police station, and to the park for pizza. 
  
G: The next year we started SK. Mrs. Hieda was our 
teacher again. We welcomed Kyen Damen, Boe Kikkert, 
Lina Kikkert and Cameron VanderWall to our class, but 
Samuel Barnhoorn left. He was the first of many to leave 
our class. In SK we learned the alphabet and we sang it 
many times. We always enjoyed show and tell and 
playtime. During playtime the girls would fight over the 
dress up and the boys would play in the sandbox, with 
the race cars or the big crane, but they would always 
race to get the big blue truck. At recess our whole 
grade would play noodle tag. That year for our field trip 
we went to African Lion Safari 

C: Grade 1 was a big year for us. It was our first time 
going to school every day, and it was the first year that 
we could go on the big kid playground. Grade 1 did 

have its cons, there was no play time or naptime, but we 
learned a lot. Nathan Vanderploeg joined our class that 
year but left at the end of the year. We learned how to 
read and write, yes it was very hard. This year was also 
the first year that we had another class with us; it was a 
1/2 split class. This year we did a really fun project 
where we picked a stuffed animal and we sent it around 
the world. Our teacher was Mrs. O'Boyle or, as we called 
her, Ms. McDonnell.  

G: In Grade 2, we were the first class to have Ms. Van 
Rooyen. That year the cycle of the rotating door 
continued as Ellie Peleshock left our class, but we 
welcomed Kevin Tadros. For our field trip we went to 
Ripley's Aquarium. 

C: As another year went by, we started grade 3. We 
welcomed Gregory Dowling to our class. We went to 
Legoland for our field trip. This year we did lots of fun 
things at recess like grounders, soccer, and tag. We 
were also excited when Samuel Barnhoorn came back.  

C: Grade 4. This year there were lots of excited faces 
when we walked in as we knew this was the year that we 
could finally try out for the sports teams. We tried out 
but we would never make it. This year we welcomed our 
littlest friend, Hunter Cummings but unfortunately, he 
left at the end of the year. I'm not sure if we smelled bad 
or what. I swear we were nice kids but Taylor, Kevin and 
Cameron also all left our class that year. This year was 
very hard though as we had to have towels over our 
hands for typing. Grade 4 was the first year we got to 
go on the big kid side, but we quickly found out that it 
wasn't as fun as on the playground. This was the year 
that, when it was recess, the boys would always be in a 
huddle trading hockey cards and the girls would be 
skipping. This was also the year that Mrs. Delleman 
ripped her pants. We went to Camp Kintail for our field 
trip. 
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G: Grade 5 was the first year we were split up. Craig, 
Gregory, Erica and Lina were in Mrs. Delleman’s class 
and me, Boe, Ciara, Leah, Samuel, Nato and Tyson went 
to Mr. Katerberg’s class. 

C: For the four of us who were in Mrs. Delleman’s class, 
we hung out in our own group and never needed to find 
a partner.  At recess we reunited with the rest of our 
grade. 

G: Grade 5 in Mr. K’s class was fun. We got to help with 
chocolate milk and when we did typing we didn't have 
to have towels covering our hands so that's a plus, and 
we always appreciated when Mr. K would stop class and 
tell us one of his “funny” stories. This was the first year 
that we actually made some of the sports teams, since 
we were the youngest ones on the team we normally 
didn't play much but at least we got to miss school. That 
year we went all together to Camp Menesetung.     

G: In Grade 6 we were all back together again in Mr. K's 
class. This year we heard talk about a new school which 
was very exciting. We welcomed Erin Kim to our class. 
She is a missionary and sadly the streak continues and 
Erin left at the end of that year. On water day that year it 
was very rainy and at the bottom of the hill there was a 
river. The teachers thought the water was gross but all of 
us still raced and swam. For our field trip we went tree 
top trekking. It was so much fun! It was definitely a field 
trip we will always remember.  

C: In Grade 7 we had Mr. Boelens, Mrs. VanKampen, 
Mrs. Wright and Ms. ten Brink as our teachers. This was 
a very exciting year for us because it was our first year in 
the new school. We were also finally in the oldest class 
of the school. Samuel almost made it to the end but he 
left at the end of the year. Grade 7 was a great year. We 
did so many fun things. We got to participate in the 

water walk, it was a fundraiser where we all had to walk 
on the Listowel trail carrying a bucket of water. Let’s just 
say that by the end some of the boys had no water left 
and got in big trouble. Since this was the first year that 
we were in the new school, there was lots to be done 
and things to clean up. It was always a good day when 
Mr. Boelens would stop math class and give us a list of 
stuff to do. For our field trip we went skiing and 
snowboarding. It was super fun and for most of us it was 
our first time.   

G: Grade 8 was definitely a very unpredictable year but 
at the beginning we did many fun things. We helped at 
pie day, sorted toys at the Salvation Army, we welcomed 
Nathaniel Merwin to our class, we did some sports, and 
we also went on our Ottawa trip. On the Ottawa trip our 
class had a lot of fun! We skated on the canal, we went 
to a lot of museums, and ate a lot of fast food.   

I would like to say that the last months of school were 
actually in the school building. I would also like to say 
that those months were filled with the excitement of 
spending those last months with our friends, our last 
LCS track and field and baseball tournament, but 
unfortunately those months were filled with online 
schooling, hand sanitizer and social distancing. But now 
here we are, our grade 8 graduation where we say 
goodbye to LCS.  

Even though our journey at LCS is over we will never 
forget the memories that have made LCS great. We 
have learned that, no matter where we go, God is with 
us. So, as we start our next part of our journey in high 
school, we know that we have God with us but also 
through LCS we have a loving and caring Christian 
community that will support us. LCS is filled with 
amazing people. Thank you to all our teachers that have 
put up with us through all these years. 

C: Amen.
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